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MY LAB - Visualize an innovative project at
the concept stage

ICA Group’s world is in constant motion, rather like the
imagination of its many designers or of the numerous
architects who choose the group’s water-based coatings.
The group feels a duty to drive its work forward by coming
up with unexplored paths and contributing, one step at a
time, towards giant leaps in the field of design.

The latest milestone reached by ICA Group is the interactive
system called MY LAB - a name chosen to underline the
experimental nature of the tool and its continuous evolution
- that is geared towards supporting those who design
architecture, furnishings and interiors and who want to
develop, in advance, the idea that they will then go on to
realize during the project phase.

The system operates through newly formulated metal-
effect colors called liquid metals. These are water-based
mono- and bi-component coatings with reduced levels of
environmental impact.

With MY LAB, it is possible to create - in real time -
combinations of cutting-edge colors and transparent
colored top coats. Specifically, with MY LAB, opaque
lacqueres and stained woods become the basis for
interaction with a “palette” of brand-new liquid metals,
creating unlimited color options through the deployment of
contrasting and tone-on-tone solutions.

With its library of liquid metals, MY LAB is without precedent
onthe international market, and has been developed thanks
to the 40 years of experience accumulated by ICA Group's
research departments. The new range is sub-divided into
primary colors and secondary colors: the former are pearls
of pure color that, when mixed together, make it possible to
produce the latter.

The formulation of the pigments imbues the stain with a
tangible fullness of shade, equivalent to a lacquer.

The luminescent effect is more subdued than that achieved
with normal metallic colors and adds a real sense of depth,
particularly in the primary range, whereas the metallic
shine comes across very clearly in the secondary range. To
the touch, they have the feel of a micro-texture, creating a
balanced surface that alternates between filled and unfilled
spaces, without pitting.

The new liquid metals are suitable for highly creative uses
that are ahead of the fashion curve, and they can be applied
to regular and irregular surfaces. Moreover, they can be
used on various types of materials: wood, bamboo, glass,
plastic polymers and metal surfaces.
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Innovation, experience and environmental
focus

ICA Group, founded in 1971, is a leading name in the
manufacture and marketing of special wood coatings. One of
the group’s main strategic assets is its culture of maximum
quality through innovation. This principle underpins all the
group’s tactical decisions, and is pursued on a number of
different levels, including the development of cutting-edge
products, the constant reduction of the environmental
impact of its coatings, the capturing of substantial shares of
domestic and international markets and the delivery of total
customer satisfaction.

One of Europe’s largest producers of special wood coatings,
the group has a presence in more than 50 markets, both
through direct subsidiaries/depots and through specialist
distributors/resellers.

ICA Group’s commitment to reducing the environmental
impact of its coatings has always guided every aspect of its
manufacturing processes towards sustainable, long-term
development. Indeed, in 1995 the European Community
awarded ICA Group the LIFE mark in recognition, firstly, of its
significant efforts to reduce atmospheric pollution through
the production of water-based coatings and, secondly, of its
utilization of clean energies and technologies. ICA Group’s
project - the only one to receive an award in the coating
products sector - was shown to work towards reducing
atmospheric emissions of volatile organic compounds [VOCs).

ICA Group stands out in the marketplace by offering a

comprehensive range of products for exteriors and interiors, all

of which have low levels of environmental impact and are free

from heavy metals, making them ideal for bio-construction

projects:

e Water-based coatings for external wooden structures
and frames (new nanotechnological formulas)

e Water-based coatings for interior decoration and
parquet floors

e UV-cured coatings for interior decoration and parquet
floors

e High-solid-content coatings for interior decoration and
parquet floors

e “Special effect” water-based coatings for interior
decoration and objets d'art

e Water-based coatings for the cold-coating of glass

Thanks to its ongoing R&D, to its capacity to produce
coatings that are ideal for industrial automation, and to its
respect for the environment, ICA Group has become the
partner of choice for innumerable companies that specialize
in the manufacture of domestic furniture, complementary
furnishings, office furniture and furniture for boats, as well
as furniture and toys for children - a fact that confirms the
exceptional reliability of the group’s products.
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